
Writing Questions  
 
Writing Direct and Cross Examination Questions 
 
Your team should develop questions for the witness you are assigned to. 
 
The prosecution must prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. It must bring up evidence in 
its favor and anticipate and attempt to weaken the impact of evidence against it. The 
defense must raise every reasonable doubt it can.  
Since you can only cross-examine witnesses about what they testified about on direct 
examination, cross-examination questions can be difficult to write in advance. But the 
witnesses' statements should give you an idea of what witnesses are likely to be asked on 
direct, and you can write cross-examination questions accordingly. You should then be alert 
during direct examination so you can get rid of any inappropriate cross questions you have 
developed. 
 
Direct Examination of Witnesses 
Direct examination takes place when lawyers call their own witnesses to the stand and ask 
them questions. 
 
Form of Questions 
Generally, attorneys ask questions so that witnesses will give short answers, not too long or 
rambling. In direct examination, attorneys usually may not ask leading questions. A leading 
question is one that suggests the 
Often, leading questions are really statements with something like, "isn't that right?", "isn't 
that so?", or "didn't you?" tacked on the end. 
For example, this question would be proper on direct examination (assuming that the fact 
was in issue): "Mr. 
Stevens, when did you and your wife adopt Charles?" This one would be improper: "You 
and your wife adopted Charles two years ago, is that correct, Mr. Stevens?" 
 
Cross-Examination of Witnesses 
After direct examination, the lawyer for the opposing side cross-examines each witness. 
Cross-examination has two purposes. It is designed to: 
(1)clarify the witness's testimony from the other side's point of view, and 
(2)give the opposing side an opportunity to impeach the witness-that is, to attack the 
witness's credibility. 
 
Form of Questions 
While leading questions (e.g., "You drank like a fish that night, didn't you, Mr. Saski?") are 
usually not permitted during direct examination, they are allowed during cross-examination. 
Cross-examination questions are limited to matters that were brought out on direct 
examination. In other words, cross-examination may not go beyond the scope of the direct 
examination. 
 
 
 


